They were born (if Providence so willed), they were housed and fed more or less efficiently, they were educated more or less adequately (rather less than more in the case of girls), they were expected to be grateful to their parents for bringing them into the world, and to be the props of their old age.
These were the days when education according to the wise saw and the adage was the usual rule, " Spare the rod and spoil the child," " Little people should be seen and not heard," and the like. These precepts were evolved empirically through the ages, a good many, it may be suspected, rather designed for the comfort of the parent than the welfare of the child.
No doubt a good many children throve upon these principles or in spite of them, but It is sincerely to be hoped in the interests of the rising generation that this public-spirited lead may be followed in this country with an equal degree of enthusiasm and success.
